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EQUALISATION:
EQUALISATION BY-LAW: 

The EGFNL Reserves will play with 18 on the ground with 4 on the bench in 2024 and the Under 17.5s will play with 18 on the ground with 4 on the bench in 20234 The League has the discretion to vary the number on the Bench in the Finals for the Under 17.5s 

1.    There is a need for an ‘Equalisation Rule’ for Reserves and Thirds during  the home and away games to cater for the ‘ups and downs’ in numbers over a season and from season to season.

2. These Equalisation Rules apply to all Reserves and Thirds home and away matches in the East Gippsland Football Netball League but not in the finals’ series.

3. Some aspects of equalisation are compulsory, whilst others will be by agreement of both competing Clubs.

4. Fourteen (14) players to a team is the minimum number required to field a team. However, if one or both Clubs have less than fourteen (14) players then, with the agreement of both coaches, an official game can be played. E.g. 14-a-side with Quarters reduced to 15 minutes instead of 20.

5. A team can borrow up to two players to make the 14.
6. If either team has less than 18 players, then there must be even numbers on the ground for the whole match unless a player is ‘ordered off’ by the umpire or a player is injured. A team that has ‘loaned’ a player to the opposition must not be disadvantaged by this by-law. e.g. A team that has loaned a player(s) to the opposition suffers an injury leaving that team with less players than the team they loaned a player to. In this case the team that ‘loaned’ the player can request that the opposition take a player from the field to maintain equal numbers on the field. This does not apply in the event that a player is ‘ordered off’ by the umpires.

7. Clubs are encouraged to discuss any player shortages and make decisions in the best interests of the players. This could include loaning players to have even numbers on both sides, both on the field and on the bench.

8. Players loaned must be placed on the opposition team sheets with ‘on loan’ against their name. They are eligible to receive league votes. Any goals would be recorded in the league goal kicking and their game would be recorded for their home club.

9. Players loaned are permitted to play part of a game and then alternate with other loan players. The initial details will be recorded on the team sheet (see point 11). Other details should be recorded on a separate sheet and be forwarded to the League Secretary with any other match information.

10. No interpretation of these rules should allow the team loaning players to be disadvantaged.

11. A normal full team is 18 plus 4 on the Bench for Reserves and Thirds.

12. The Football Netball East Gippsland Commissioners have the right to determine whether teams which forfeits will be fined.

EQUALISATION RULES:
INTERPRETATION:

SCENARIO 1:- ONE TEAM HAS LESS THAN 14 PLAYERS.

1. A team with less than 14 could request a loan of up to two players from the other club to make an official match. The other team must loan the players, if they have them available, so that an official match can occur. In this situation the match is official and premiership points, percentage, umpires’ votes and goal kickers apply. Example: Team A has 12 players and team B has 18. The options are:       

Option 1: Team B must loan 2 players to team A. Team A then has 12 with no one on the bench, whilst team B has 2 on the bench. 
          

Option 2: Team B loans more than 2 players to still give equalisation on the field and allow the maximum number of players to have a game.

2. A team which starts with 14 could be reduced to below 14 by injury or ‘order-off’ card. The other team is not obliged to keep numbers on the ground equal except in the case of the team who loaned the players having numbers reduced by injury, in which case there is an obligation on the other team to even up the numbers.

SCENARIO 2:- ONE TEAM HAS OVER 14 BUT LESS THAN 18 PLAYERS.

1. If one team has less than 18 players, then both teams must have the same number on the ground.

2. A team with less than 18 players cannot have inter-change players. They must have all available players on the ground (unless there is mutual agreement to other arrangements). The team with excess players can have a full bench.


Example: Team A has 17 players and team B has 20. Team A must put the full 17 on the field and team B will have the same number plus 3 on the inter change. 

Note: This is the ‘default’ situation if teams do not wish to borrow or loan players.

3. The team with less than 18 players could request a loan of players from the other team. If the other team agrees then there needs to be an agreement as to how many will take the field. The team who commenced with less than 18 players cannot have inter-change unless they have a full team, with the loans included or unless the two teams agree. Example: Team A has 15 players and team B has 20. 



Option 1: Both teams put 15 on the field and team B has 5 on the bench. (The ‘default’ situation where the teams do not want to borrow or loan players.)

Option 2: Team B loans one player to team A. They both play with 16 but team B has 3 on the bench.






Option 3: Team B loans 2 players to team A. They both play with 17 but team B has one on the bench.





   

 In the above, Option 1 is the ‘default’ situation, where teams do not want to borrow or loan players. Option 2 and 3 will apply if there is mutual agreement between the teams.

4. If both teams start with even numbers on the field and one team, who has no player on the bench, loses a player through injury or ‘order-off’ card, the other team does not have to reduce on field numbers.



SENARIO 3: BOTH TEAMS HAVE OVER 14 BUT LESS THAN 18 PLAYERS.

1. The team with the lowest number must put all its players on the ground  

and that becomes the equalisation number. The other team may have numbers on the bench.

2. The team with the lower numbers could request a loan of players from the other team. If this is agreed to then there could be an agreement to maximise the numbers on the field or to have inter change, as well as the agreed numbers on the field.

3. If both teams start with even numbers on the field and one team, who has no player on the bench, loses a player through injury or an ‘order-off’ card, the other team does not have to reduce on field numbers.



ADDITIONAL NOTE: If a team with the lesser numbers refuses to accept players from the other team then the team with the extra numbers can play using all their players up to the maximum of 18 players.’ (Approved January 12th 2011 and amended to 18 on 15th February 2023.)
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